The drug interaction potential of ranitidine: an update.
Ranitidine is a H2-receptor antagonist widely used in the treatment of a variety of gastrointestinal disorders. Since cimetidine--the predecessor drug of ranitidine--interacts with a variety of other agents and moreover ranitidine is often administered in combination with other drugs the interaction potential of ranitidine has been subject to extensive investigations. This review updates the information available from 1988 to present. Pharmacokinetic interactions of ranitidine with other drugs may occur at the site of absorption, metabolism and renal excretion. Most of the interactions reported at each of the three levels are minor and of low clinical significance. In view of some uncontrolled anecdotal reports, one cannot completely rule out the possibility that ranitidine might have some limited interaction potential in special patient populations under certain clinical conditions. However, it must be emphasized that numerous controlled studies have proven that ranitidine can be safely coadministered with other drugs.